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Subpart A—Transportation Plan-
ning and Programming Defini-
tions

§450.100 Purpose.

The purpose of this subpart is to pro-
vide definitions for terms used in this
part.

§450.102 Applicability.

The definitions in this subpart are
applicable to this part, except as other-
wise provided.

§450.104 Definitions.

Unless otherwise specified, the defi-
nitions in 23 U.S.C. 101(a) and 49 U.S.C.
5302 are applicable to this part.

Administrative modification means a
minor revision to a long-range state-
wide or metropolitan transportation
plan, Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), or Statewide Transpor-
tation Improvement Program (STIP)
that includes minor changes to project/
project phase costs, minor changes to
funding sources of previously-included
projects, and minor changes to project/
project phase initiation dates. An ad-
ministrative modification is a revision
that does not require public review and
comment, redemonstration of fiscal
constraint, or a conformity determina-
tion (in nonattainment and mainte-
nance areas).

Alternatives analysis (AA) means a
study required for eligibility of funding
under the Federal Transit Administra-
tion’s (FTA’s) Capital Investment
Grant program (49 U.S.C. 5309), which
includes an assessment of a range of al-
ternatives designed to address a trans-
portation problem in a corridor or sub-
area, resulting in sufficient informa-
tion to support selection by State and
local officials of a locally preferred al-
ternative for adoption into a metro-
politan transportation plan, and for
the Secretary to make decisions to ad-
vance the locally preferred alternative
through the project development proc-
ess, as set forth in 49 CFR part 611
(Major Capital Investment Projects).
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Amendment means a revision to a
long-range statewide or metropolitan
transportation plan, TIP, or STIP that
involves a major change to a project
included in a metropolitan transpor-
tation plan, TIP, or STIP, including
the addition or deletion of a project or
a major change in project cost, project/
project phase initiation dates, or a
major change in design concept or de-
sign scope (e.g., changing project ter-
mini or the number of through traffic
lanes). Changes to projects that are in-
cluded only for illustrative purposes do
not require an amendment. An amend-
ment is a revision that requires public
review and comment, redemonstration
of fiscal constraint, or a conformity de-
termination (for metropolitan trans-
portation plans and TIPs involving
“non-exempt’’ projects in nonattain-
ment and maintenance areas). In the
context of a long-range statewide
transportation plan, an amendment is
a revision approved by the State in ac-
cordance with its public involvement
process.

Attainment area means any geo-
graphic area in which levels of a given
criteria air pollutant (e.g., ozone, car-
bon monoxide, PM10, PM2.5, and nitro-
gen dioxide) meet the health-based Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) for that pollutant. An area
may be an attainment area for one pol-
lutant and a nonattainment area for
others. A ““maintenance area’ (see defi-
nition below) is not considered an at-
tainment area for transportation plan-
ning purposes.

Available funds means funds derived
from an existing source dedicated to or
historically used for transportation
purposes. For Federal funds, authorized
and/or appropriated funds and the ex-
trapolation of formula and discre-
tionary funds at historic rates of in-
crease are considered ‘‘available.” A
similar approach may be used for State
and local funds that are dedicated to or
historically used for transportation
purposes.

Committed funds means funds that
have been dedicated or obligated for
transportation purposes. For State
funds that are not dedicated to trans-
portation purposes, only those funds
over which the Governor has control
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